
 

Open Access College enrolment policy 
This is a mandated policy under the operational policy framework. Any edits to this policy must follow the 
process outlined on the creating, updating and deleting operational policies page. 

Overview 
This policy outlines conditions for student eligibility to enrol in the Open Access College. 

The Open Access College provides an online education program for eligible students who are isolated or 
whose special circumstances prevent them from attending school on a regular basis. Open Access College 
also provides access for those students unable to access an appropriate curriculum in their local school. 

Scope  
This policy describes the responsibilities of Open Access College, schools and parents in relation to: 

�x compulsory education and the enrolment, attendance and participation requirements of children 
and young people under the Education and Children’s Services Act 2019 (SA). 

Open Access College must obtain consent from a child or young person’s parents when assessing an 
enrolment application, in line with the department’s admission procedure. 
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Detail  
College-based students 
College-based students can undertake their entire course in an approved primary or 



Open Access College enrolment policy October 2023 | 5 

 

in performing arts or sport, which prevents them from attending a local school for more than the equivalent 
of 1 term in a year. 

Students in this category are expected to have exhausted all other departmental provisions before seeking 
enrolment at Open Access College. 

The student’s daily timetable will integrate suitable times for the student’s education learning through each 
day’s program. 

Parents must provide documented evidence of the student’s participation at an elite level, such as: 

�x Achievement records eg certificates at state, national or international levels of competition 

�x Testimonials from industry-based professionals 

�x Letters of offer and acceptance, employment contract or selection into an elite team, squad or 
program 

�x Any other evidence that demonstrates the student is performing at an elite level and the 
commitment is such that a local government school cannot cater for such commitment through 
significant program adjustments including leave in excess of the equivalent of 1 term per year 

The principal of the student’s current school must review the supporting evidence and provide a statement 
on the enrolment application. This statement must articulate: 

�x Any program adjustments that have been made to cater for the student’s circumstances. 

�x That the student is performing at an elite level and the commitment is such that a regular school 
could not cater for this commitment through program adjustments including exemption from 
attendance as per the 
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Interstate students 
Open Access College has an agreement with some interstate distance education counterparts that allows the 
following interstate students to enrol, if they: 

�x live in New South Wales, and their home is geographically isolated in the proximity of Broken Hill 

�x live in the Northern Territory and are eligible to enrol at the 
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�x a student unable to attend full-time at their current enrolled school due to family commitments  

�x a student who requires a temporary exclusion placement  

�x a student requiring an alternative placement for a specific period, including medical conditions. 

Specific subject not available at enrolled school  
Students can undertake specific subjects at Open Access College that they are not able to access or are not 
offered by their current enrolled school. The enrolled school must agree to the student accessing a specific 
subject through Open Access College.  

The enrolment at Open Access College will cease when the student completes the required subject/s. 

Students with family commitments  
A student who is unable to attend their enrolled school on a full-time basis due to family commitments may 
be eligible to enrol into Open Access College. Family commitments include, but are not limited to: 

�x a student who cares for a relative. To support this enrolment, it is essential that there is a discussion 
with the enrolled school as to the circumstances of the individual student, the nature of the caring, 
the supports that have been provided and any impact the caring responsibilities have on school 
attendance and achievement. 

�x a student who is pregnant, or any new parent who is unable to attend their enrolled school on a full-
time basis. Consideration will be given to flexible options that may benefit the student in attending 
Open Access College. Many families have existing relationships with government and non-
government agencies outside of school. It is important to discuss with the family and the student's 
current school regarding supports that are in place or may be required. It is also important to work 
collaboratively with any other agencies involved to ensure a coordinated approach. 

�x Any concerns regarding student general wellbeing and attendance concerns should be discussed 
with the Social Work Duty line via phone 1300 620 673 (Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm) or email 
education.SocialWork@sa.gov.au.  

Student placement during exclusion 
Students under 17 may be excluded, by negotiation, from their current enrolled school to Open Access 
College.  

This is determined through consultation at the pre-exclusion conference, with the site leader of the 
student’s enrolled school and the local student support services, as per the department’s suspension, 
exclusion and expulsion processes (staff login required). 

Other alternative placements  

Behaviour or supported learning strategy 

When a school is in the process of developing a behaviour support plan (staff login required), or considering 
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a strategy to support learning outcomes, it may be an appropriate strategy to achieve the goals identified for 
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Directly supports students and families studying Open Access College courses by: 

�x ensuring students attend scheduled lessons and complete work set in the allocated time. 

Supervisor – home or school 
The supervisor directly supports students studying Open Access College programs. The supervisor will 
provide support for students by: 

�x ensuring students attend scheduled lessons and complete work set in the allocated time 

�x providing necessary technology and access to internet. 

�x monitoring student progress and maintaining a sch.
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enrolled school  
The non-government and government schools registered with the Education Standards Board SA that the 
child or young person is currently enrolled as an active student. The enrolled school maintains the student’s 
enrolment and records them as attending Open Access College. Government schools record the student as 
per the department’s data dictionary (PDF 1MB). 

exemption certificate 
A formal certificate issued by the Minister or delegate exempting a child or young person of compulsory 
school age or a child of compulsory education age from attending or participating at school or in an 
approved learning program permanently or for a nominated period. 

geographically isolated  
A student is regarded as geographically isolated from appropriate schooling if one of the following criteria is 
met: 

�x 
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healthcare professional  
Includes: 

�x medical practitioners  

�x psychologists 

�x social workers holding qualifications or accreditation approved by the Chief Executive by notice in 
the gazette. 

home education 
A child or young person enrolled at school but exempted from attending school and whose education will be 
conducted by 1 or both parents from a home base. A child must be registered and approved for home 
education with the department. 

in loco parentis  
A person acting in a parental style relationship with a child, where the person has intended to place 
themselves in the position of a parent toward a child and has assumed the same duty and authority as a 
parent with respect to the nurturing, control and protection of a child. A person in loco parentis may include 
a person: 

�x in a de facto relationship with a child’s biological parent where they have assumed responsibility for 
the child. 

�x who has taken over care of a child after the death of both biological parents, or where there has 
been a family breakdown and the child is estranged from both biological parents 

�x in an informal fostering arrangement. 
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removed by a Court, Act or Law. As an example, a biological parent who has had their custody, guardianship 
or parental responsibility for the child removed by a parenting order made under Family Law Act 1975 (Cth) 
is not a person responsible for the child. 

physical condition  
A condition that impacts a person's mobility, physical capacity, stamina, or dexterity. This can include but not 



https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FChildren%20and%20Young%20People%20(Safety)%20Act%202017
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FCHILD%20SAFETY%20(PROHIBITED%20PERSONS)%20ACT%202016
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2022C00367
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2005L00767
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/EDUCATION%20AND%20CHILDRENS%20SERVICES%20ACT%202019.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/R/EDUCATION%20AND%20CHILDRENS%20SERVICES%20REGULATIONS%202020.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2Fc%2Fa%2Fequal%20opportunity%20act%201984
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2017C00383
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FSouth%20Australian%20Public%20Health%20Act%202011
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FSouth%20Australian%20Skills%20Act%202008
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-persons-disabilities
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://edi.sa.edu.au/library/document-library/controlled-procedures/admission-procedure
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/policies/pdf/adult-education-enrolment-policy.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/policies/pdf/behaviour-support-policy.pdf
https://edi.sa.edu.au/library/document-library/controlled-policies/duty-of-care-policy
https://edi.sa.edu.au/library/document-library/controlled-procedures/exemption-from-school-procedure
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/policies/pdf/school-preschool-enrolment-policy.pdf
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